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[Abstract])

The purposes of the present paper are two-fold. The first is to consider how new
types of media have affected our communication style, focusing on comparison of the
three different types of media: television, telephone and the Internet, all of which
represent a radical change in our way of communication in the information era. We
then explore how changes in our communication style have had influence upon our
understanding of the reality of the world and claim that the evolution of the Internet
has finally led us to “the age of augmented reality” (Uno 2011). The second purpose is
to analyze a new type of tourism born from participatory culture on the Internet: anime
pilgrimages, cos-play-events and so on. We propose an empirical hypothesis that
“participatory tourism” of this kind, in which tourists are connected with each other
both online and offline, is one of the consequences of the advent of the age of augmented

reality
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